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South Korea: Young and Growing

South Korea is second representative of Asian
Continent in history of the World Cup. Women'’s
lacrosse commenced it’s existence in South Korea
just a couple of years ago. Jooyoun Kim, head
coach of the team, applauds quick development
of the sport within the country.

Lacrosse is played in South Korea since 1997, but
the sport was performed only by men until 2005.
Women'’s lacrosse league was found four years ago
having four teams and was enlarged by another two
teams last year to current six competitors. Korean
Women’s Lacrosse became an associate member
of the International Federation of Women’s Lacrosse
Associations in 2006 and has become a full member
a year later.

Although lacrosse is a new sport in South Korea,
it quickly gains popularity. “There are not many
women'’s clubs so far, because lacrosse has not been
very well known, in fact we have just started, and the
players here are the longest playing players in Korea,
which is only a few years. Korea is an interesting
country where if one person thinks it is a good thing,
everybody just go with it, so lacrosse will spread very
quickly in very short time,” explained Kim.

Average age is less than twenty, the oldest member
of the team is thirty years old defender Seung Kon
Woo. Even though, all of they have ambitions to
improve. “Everybody is eager to spread lacrosse
within the country and each of the players there
is trying to create bigger groups and each one of
they probably could coach smaller kids, who could
actually become better players, because nobody in
Korea knows much about lacrosse. Their goal is to
have better players and themselves prepared for the
next time,“ said Kim.

All players in the team are Koreans, but everybody
actually do study abroad. “They have their own time
to train themselves, and then either when they get
together during weekends of during few months of
specific trainings, they actually have more of team
play. Training is done by themselves and the actual
team play is just minimum time within few months.
There is not too much of playing as a team, but

they actually do that very well in very short time,”
commented the coach.

Kim’s team finds the location of the World Cup
attractive and the event well organized. “Our team
is very excited to look at Prague and they think it
is a very green place compared to where they are
from. They have very good appeal to practice which
they feel very good about. The event seems to be
very organized and everything seems perfect at the
World Cup. All the players are having great time,
making friends and playing hard when they can.
Nothing has gone wrong so far. It is going great,”
appended Kim.
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Europe vs. Rest of the World 4:2

Australia — England 15:4
England swiftly entered the match,
scored after a while and even led
3:1. However, end of the period
belonged to their opponent, who
created a two goal advantage until
the end of the first half. Europeans
were bravely resisting Australian
attacks few more minutes and
modified the score to 4:6 and it
seemed they could have troubled
the defending champions. Even
though, the rest of the game was
totally in control of Aussies who
scored nine goals in a row and
defeated England 15:4. Hannah
Nielsen scored four times in favor
of unbeaten Australians.

Canada — Japan 23:12
Japanese players surprised
their opponent and get to lead
3:1. However, rest of the period
belonged to Canada, who created
a seven goal advantage. Asians
successfully reduced score
difference to four goals (13:9), but
Canadian goal storm arrived after
that and the match was resolved.
Canada won 23:12 with help of
six goals by Dana Debbie and five
goals by Crysti Foote.

Wales — Czech Republic 12:8
Czech Team faced Wales in pool B
second place match, which would

ensure a winner a direct run to
quarterfinals. Wales led 4:3 only
eight minutes before the end of
first period, but created a six goal
advantage at the end of first half.
Czechs were losing a lot of balls
in transfers and Welsh punished
these errors in quick breaks. Czech
Team got back to game after break
and modified score to 7:10, but the
players from the British Isles kept
their advantage and won 12:8.
Team from the Czech Republic will
engage in a battle for quarterfinals
against a winner of pool C.

Germany — New Zealand 11:7
Representatives of Germany build
key advantage in first half, when
after five goals in a row they led 6:1.
Bettina Wilhelm shot two European
goals in first period. However, New
Zealanders took over the second
part of the game end even won it
4:3, but it was not enough to win
the match. Franziska Gilg brought
comfort on German sticks by two
goal in the second half.

Austria — South Korea 18:0

In first match of the Mini League,
which is played by second and
third place teams of both pools
C, Austria faced Korea. Austrians
had more of the games and were
steadily increasing their lead

while being cheered by great
fans. European team scored
eight times in the first twenty two
minutes. Koreans woke up after
a timeout, but did not succeed to
score from numerous chances.
Austria had an advantage of ten
goals five minutes after the break.
EunAh Choi limped away from the
field after an unfortunate collision
few moments later. The end of the
match again belonged to Austrians,
who won 18:0.

Denmark — Netherlands 4:18
Another interesting duel of Mini
League between Denmark and
Netherlands was scheduled on
Sunday. The score board showed
1:0 for the Dutch after ten minutes,
who were punishing unforced
errors of their opponent after that.
Although Katerina Klimoszkova
shot a goal to 1:4, the Netherlands
won the first half 8:1. Even though
Denmark scored three times after
the break and goalkeeper of the
Nordic team Warberg caught a lot
of Dutch chances, pace of game
did not change much. Netherlands
managed to score from quick
breaks, added another ten goals
and deservedly won 18:4. The
best shooter of the match, Sarah
Sweerts, helped her team by six
goals.

Red group:

10.30 Skidmore College — Koala Team Aust.
12.50 Dragons Lacrosse — Koala Team Aust.
15.10 LCC Radotin — CZ + US mixteam
17.30 Koala Team Aust. — LCC Radotin

Women’'s Prague Cup 2009 Schedule (June 22, Sunday)

Blue Group:

11.40 AIST — HSMG Euro Stars

14.00 AIST — Global Players

16.20 Jizni Mésto — Global Players
18.40 HSMG Euro Stars — Jizni Mésto
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